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Cornwall Council is remote from the 
people. It has become a distant, 
hollowed-out bureaucracy so 
wrapped up in strategies and grand 
projects that it no longer sees what 
life is like for ordinary people in the 
county. 

By transferring staf to private 
companies and selling of its land 
and buildings, the council has 
removed itself from the centre of 
community life and abandoned its 
vital role as a responsible employer. 

Cornwall needs a council which is a 
strong, actve champion for the 
people who live here, responsive to 
residents’ needs and providing 
services alongside rejuvenated 
parish and town councils. 

We need our public services to be 
operated by a vibrant, innovatve 
public sector - by people who are at 
the heart of their communites.

In these years of austerity and cuts it 
is more important than ever that our 
council is out there, actng in our 
collectve interest with determin-
aton, looking out for the most 
vulnerable people and making sure 
that their needs are met. Because 
there are plenty of challenges that 
we need to face together:

● The shortage of afordable 
housing, without which many 
local people lack the basic 
security of a decent home to live 
in.

● The growing inequality in our 
society, with the wealthy enjoying 
increasing luxury while low-
waged and vulnerable people 
have their incomes and services 
cut.

● The threat of climate change and 
con tnuing environmental 
degradaton, which requires  a 
strong and creatve response from 
the community.

The heart of the Green Party’s 
politcal programme lies in:

● Giving power back to local 
communites

● Valuing the talent and potental of 
everyone in society

● Pursuing policies for a low-carbon 
economy, transport system and 
neighbourhoods.

This manifesto sets out the Green 
Party’s vision for Cornwall Council 
and the policies which Green Party 
councillors will be putng forward in 
the new Council.

If you agree with us, please support 
Green Party candidates in the 
electon in May and get involved 
with your local Green Party to help 
create a Council for the people.

Cornwall For The People
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A brief document like this 
cannot cover the full range of 
principles and policies which the 
Green Party stands for.

Much more detail is available 
online at:
www.greenparty.org.uk

Our statement of core values 
sets out the 10 basic principles 
of our Green philosophy. 

See:
policy.greenparty.org.uk/values

If you agree with us, please 
support Green Party candidates 
in the electon, and get involved 
with your local Green Party 
branch.
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People work hard in Cornwall but ofen 
the only jobs ofer low wages and 
temporary contracts.  The fact that 
many businesses are not owned locally 
means profts leave the local economy 
and don’t beneft the local populaton.

Cornwall needs a strong local economy, 
where more of people’s needs are met 
by local businesses, using local 
materials. 

We need to move away from the failed 
model of conventonal economic 
growth and ‘inward investment’, and 
work instead towards a stable economy 
focussed on meetng local needs 
without damaging the environment.

Cornwall has plentful natural resources 
– the sea, wind, sun and landscape. 
Local industries should be encouraged 
that tap into these resources and create 
a sustainable economy. 

Cornwall’s tourism sector needs to go 
green: reducing water and energy 
consumpton, encouraging sustainable 
travel, and valuing local food, culture 
and customs. 

Money spent in the local economy 
brings wide benefts. The Council and 
the public sector can provide a massive 
boost to local jobs and industry by 
introducing a strict 'buy local' policy in 
all sourcing. 

We oppose moves towards a regional 
pay policy, which would be likely to 
reduce wage levels further and add to 
Cornwall’s relatve deprivaton.

Thriving markets and centres in 
every town, selling a range of goods 
to meet people’s everyday needs. An 
end to the development of new out-
of-town retail parks. 

Nurturing small businesses, social 
enterprises and cooperatives that 
are locally owned and where the 
profts generated beneft the 
community. 

Investing in local people. The 
creatvity, skills and problem-solving 
ability of residents need to be 
encouraged, so that we can shape 
our own future, rather than relying 
on ‘inward investment’.

A ‘Living Wage’ policy for Council 
staf and contracts, based on the 
natonally recommended levels, to 
help tackle low pay and deprivaton.

Using the Council’s purchasing 
power to support the local economy 
and promote good employment 
practce.

ECONOMY
Our Policies for the 

Economy 

Green members of the Greater London Assembly have pushed for the adopton 
of a ‘Living Wage’ policy. The Living Wage is an hourly wage rate calculated 
according to the basic cost of living in the United Kingdom. It is reviewed 
annually and is currently set at £7.45 outside London (2012-13). It is increasingly 
seen as a key step to tackle poverty wages and reduce dependence on benefts.

Green members of the Greater London Assembly have pushed for the adopton 
of a ‘Living Wage’ policy. The Living Wage is an hourly wage rate calculated 
according to the basic cost of living in the United Kingdom. It is reviewed 
annually and is currently set at £7.45 outside London (2012-13). It is increasingly 
seen as a key step to tackle poverty wages and reduce dependence on benefts.
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Vibrant, successful communites need 
people both living and working in them. 
This gives a stronger sense of 
community and a feeling of life that can 
be absent in commuter towns and 
villages. 

But the lack of afordable homes in 
Cornwall means many people can’t 
aford to live near to where they work. 

Cornwall has a lower than average 
number of council houses, which adds 
to the problem. The Government’s cuts 
to benefts will make it even harder for 
local people to aford a decent home.

And the lack of jobs means that our 
young people move away to fnd work 
and are lost to their community. 

New housing developments are full of 
expensive fats rather than afordable 
family homes.

Meanwhile, the spread of second 
homes contnues – hollowing out 
communites and undermining the 
viability of local shops and services. 

The Green Party wants a housing policy 
that meets local people’s needs for 
good quality accommodaton at 
afordable prices and in locatons that 
integrate well with existng settlements.

A focused programme of improving 
existng housing could create thousands 
of new local jobs. 

Increase investment in new social 
housing, by working with housing 
associatons and making the most of 
the Council’s own resources and  
other funding opportunites.

50% of all new housing to be 
afordable for local people, with 
higher quotas in those parts of 
Cornwall where there is an acute 
shortage of afordable homes. 

Re-use of brownfeld land and 
conversion of existing buildings to 
help meet the demand for new 
housing.

A curb in the rise in second homes. 
A campaign for a change in the law 
to control the number of second 
homes. Any new house to be used 
only as the principal permanent 
residence of the occupier. 

Support for housing co-operatives 
and community land trusts, where 
local people can meet their own 
housing needs and the housing stock 
remains in social ownership. 

HOUSING
Our Policies for 

Housing 

Green councillors in Brighton & Hove have been working with a local housing co-
operatve to identfy new sites and provide additonal afordable homes for local 
people. Housing co-ops give local people the power to help solve housing 
problems and provide a community-based alternatve to the private rented 
sector.

Green councillors in Brighton & Hove have been working with a local housing co-
operatve to identfy new sites and provide additonal afordable homes for local 
people. Housing co-ops give local people the power to help solve housing 
problems and provide a community-based alternatve to the private rented 
sector.
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The potental role of Cornwall Council is 
very important in tackling the big 
problems facing our communites, our 
environment and economy. The Green 
Party believes in a strong role for an 
accountable, democratcally controlled 
public sector in Cornwall, which is 
driven by the needs of local 
communites, not the profts of large 
companies.

But Cornwall Council is moving rapidly 
to become a ‘commissioning’ council. It 
no longer wants to provide services 
directly but instead will pay others, 
usually in the private sector, to do so 
instead. At the same tme, assets such 
as land and buildings are being sold of 
as quickly as possible.

Rather than privatsing itself, Cornwall 
Council should involve the public and 
staf to help shape a more responsive 
and efficient service for the future.

The creaton of a unitary council for 
Cornwall has meant that many 
decisions are taken further away from 
the very people afected. 

But a strong community is one where 
decisions are taken as locally as 
possible, and where residents are 
listened to and invited to have their say. 

Town and parish councils are the most 
local ter of government, and as such 
are more likely to be in touch with local 
concerns and committed to making 
improvements in their area. The Green 
Party sees a much greater role for these 
local councils in providing services in 
the future. 

The Green Party is committed to 
supportng devoluton of power to 
Cornwall including a full Cornish 
Assembly with regional powers. 

Devolution of services to town and 
parish councils where there is a 
desire and commitment to run them 
efectvely at a more local level. 

An end to the sell-of of public land 
and buildings. These are vital 
community assets which should be 
used for community beneft, not sold 
of for a quick proft.

Holding public services, such as the 
police and health service, to account 
for what they provide in Cornwall. 

Making the Council’s afairs more 
open and accessible by opening up 
and explaining Council informaton, 
data and processes.

Reform the Council's structure to 
take control away from the all-
powerful cabinet and return it to the 
whole Council.

DEMOCRACY AND 
PUBLIC SERVICES Our Policies for 

Public Services 

Green councillors on St Ives Town Council supported the introducton of the 
public right to speak in Council meetngs, to give local residents a direct 
opportunity to voice their concerns and views.

Green councillors on St Ives Town Council supported the introducton of the 
public right to speak in Council meetngs, to give local residents a direct 
opportunity to voice their concerns and views.
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Our vision of a thriving community is a 
place where people have the 
independence and ability to fulfl their 
potental, in good health and with 
opportunites throughout life. Cornwall 
Council provides important local 
services to help make this happen.

In 2013 the Council will take on formal 
responsibility for public health, and a 
key priority in this area should be to 
promote healthier lifestyles.

The Green Party believes that health 
and social care should be public 
services accountable to local and 
natonal government. They should not 
be privatzed or subject to market 
forces. 

The Health Service in Cornwall needs to 
provide facilites and services as locally 
as possible.

Local involvement in decisions about 
health priorites needs to be promoted 
by the Council. 

The Council needs to rise to the 
challenge of the new Health and 
Wellbeing Board, providing a clear 
leadership role and strong public voice 
for better services.

Social Care services must be more 
responsive to the needs of those they 
seek to help. There is an important role 
for community groups, charites and 
social enterprises to help support 
vulnerable people in their communites. 
High standards of staf training are 
essental. 

A stronger voice for vulnerable 
people in expressing their views and 
helping to shape the services they 
use, at all ages and stages of life.

A beter deal for care workers: 
valuing the contributon they make, 
providing at least a Living Wage and 
better training.

Beter prevention and health 
promotion policies are vital in 
tackling the growing need for, and 
expense of, care.

Supporting the role played by 
community groups, social 
enterprises and the voluntary sector 
in strengthening communites and 
assistng individuals. 

Improved provision of supported 
housing, emergency accommodaton 
and other integrated services, in 
recogniton of the big impact poor 
housing has on mental ill-health.

HEALTH AND 
SOCIAL CARE Our Policies for Health 

and Social Care 

In 2011, Stroud‘s Green Mayor, along with other Green councillors, supported 
the successful legal challenge to the proposed transfer of local health services to 
a private limited company. The Green Party is committed to a strong and 
thriving public sector, in which people are put before proft.

In 2011, Stroud‘s Green Mayor, along with other Green councillors, supported 
the successful legal challenge to the proposed transfer of local health services to 
a private limited company. The Green Party is committed to a strong and 
thriving public sector, in which people are put before proft.
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The natural environment is a vital part 
of Cornwall’s wealth. It provides a huge 
variety of habitats and landscapes for 
people to enjoy. It ofers breathing 
spaces and quiet places where people 
can take a break from the stresses and 
pressures of modern living. It is the 
basis of Cornwall’s farming and tourism 
economy. Without it, we would all be 
diminished.

But this precious environment is facing 
immense and damaging pressures. Land 
is being lost to new development and 
infrastructure.

Local environments are being degraded 
through the over-use of chemicals and 
other forms of polluton. Those areas 
that beneft from special protecton are 
ofen fragmented and isolated from 
each other, with a resultng decline in 
species.

The Green Party wants to see 
Cornwall’s wildlife and wild places 
protected and treasured. Everyone 
should be able to enjoy the natural 
world within a short distance of where 
they live, and the planning system 
should defend the natural environment 
and steer new development towards 
brownfeld sites where its negatve 
impact is reduced. 

Cornwall Council should support 
communites in creatng new local 
nature reserves and other initatves to 
experience the natural world.

The Green Party is opposed to the 
privatsaton of the UK’s forests. We 
also want to keep in public hands the 
many green spaces and areas of 
precious natural heritage that are 
owned by Cornwall Council.

Use the planning system to defend 
the natural world, including greater 
protecton for trees, hedges and 
private gardens.

Designate more local nature 
reserves and identfy land of natural 
importance in Council ownership 
that should be protected and 
nurtured.

Improve access to the wider 
countryside by investng in the rights 
of way network and speeding up 
applicatons for new footpaths.

A Forest for Cornwall  - one or more 
large areas of new and existng 
woodland that will provide a carbon 
sink and a long-term source of 
natural materials for constructon, 
furniture and fuel.

NATURE AND 
ENVIRONMENT Our Policies for Nature 

and Environment 

Truro City Council’s Green Mayor declared her mayoral year to be the Year of 
the Bee in the city. Beehives have been installed on the roof of the city council 
offices and she is hoping to introduce more insect-friendly species into the 
Council’s municipal plantng schemes.

Truro City Council’s Green Mayor declared her mayoral year to be the Year of 
the Bee in the city. Beehives have been installed on the roof of the city council 
offices and she is hoping to introduce more insect-friendly species into the 
Council’s municipal plantng schemes.
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Cornwall has a vibrant traditon of 
drama, dance, paintng, sculpture, 
crafs and music. Collectvely these help 
to enrich people’s lives and provide a 
higher quality of life. Cultural facilites 
are not an optonal luxury, but an 
essental part of a living and fulflled 
community.

Local libraries are a cultural resource at 
the heart of the community:  along with 
community centres, village halls and 
other venues, they provide a valuable 
cultural infrastructure at the local level.

Cornwall’s archaeological and 
architectural heritage, along with the 
many tradi tonal events and 
ceremonies, provide a strong sense of 
place and a real connecton with local 
history. 

But a living culture is not just about the 
past: it needs to look outwards and 
forwards, embracing ideas and 
inspiraton from younger generatons 
and other parts of the world, and 
making the most of modern forms, 
including flm, broadcast and digital 
media.

Culture needs to be a fully partcipatve 
community actvity, with easy and 
afordable access, strong links to the 
educaton service, and outreach work 
that provides additonal opportunites 
for people to get involved.  It needs to 
be fully inclusive: open to all who live in 
Cornwall or who come to visit.

Cornwall Council has an important role 
in supportng artstc actvity and 
preserving our historical culture 
through support for museums, libraries, 
festvals and arts venues.

Identify ways of bringing council-
owned buildings into use as studios, 
rehearsal and other cultural 
workspaces.

Protect local libraries and improve 
the range of books, music and flms 
that they ofer.

Support community-based cultural 
venues and activities, strengthening 
the role of networks such as Carn to 
Cove, FEAST and Vital Venues.

Work with parish and town councils 
to develop grassroots programmes 
of cultural actvity.

CULTURE
Our Policies for 

Culture 

Green councillors on St Ives Town Council have helped to revitalise the town’s 
Guildhall as a venue for cultural events. Thanks to the town council’s 
involvement, bookings at the concert hall have increased dramatcally, as have 
the range of actvites taking place there, including theatre, music concerts, 
markets and fairs.

Green councillors on St Ives Town Council have helped to revitalise the town’s 
Guildhall as a venue for cultural events. Thanks to the town council’s 
involvement, bookings at the concert hall have increased dramatcally, as have 
the range of actvites taking place there, including theatre, music concerts, 
markets and fairs.
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Cornwall Council has no clear and 
coherent vision for educaton in the 
county. It does not appear to 
understand the potental of educaton 
to transform people’s lives, nor its 
central role in wider economic and 
social objectves.

Expensive Private Finance Initatve (PFI) 
schemes have locked the Council and 
schools into costly, inefectve and 
restrictve contracts.

By pushing its agenda of 
‘commissioning out’ services to private 
providers, the Council is helping to 
fragment the local educaton system.

The Green Party supports a properly 
funded, comprehensive state educaton 
system where children attend their 
local community school.

Educaton, though, does not just 
happen in childhood but should be a 
lifelong experience, with an important 
role for the adult educaton service.

Where possible, learning should be 
based on and driven by the needs of 
the learner. Educaton policy needs to 
recognise that learning also takes place 
informally in a wide variety of contexts 
within the community.

Research shows that investment in 
early years provision yields huge 
benefts for children in their later life. 

The Green Party is partcularly keen to 
see the role of children’s centres and 
early years support developed in an 
appropriate and sensitve way to 
provide a secure foundaton for the 
future.

An education system through which 
people can learn throughout their 
lives, with improved provision of 
adult educaton.

Every child will have an entitlement 
to an outstanding curriculum, a rich 
educatonal experience and a range 
of extended services.

High quality sixth-form education 
should be provided in all main 
towns, so that young people don’t 
have to travel long distances to 
college.

Schools should be governed in the 
interests of children and the 
communites they live in, rather than 
private individuals or proft.

Early years provision should be 
frmly based on the emotional 
needs of children, with a greater 
acknowledgement of the role of 
parents and child-minders.

Strengthen the Youth Service and 
help young people prepare for adult 
life.

EDUCATION
Our Policies for 

Education 

Green councillors in Norwich have campaigned hard to protect children’s 
services from cuts. A local children’s centre has been saved from closure, a 
special needs school has been protected, and threatened school playing felds 
have been saved.

Green councillors in Norwich have campaigned hard to protect children’s 
services from cuts. A local children’s centre has been saved from closure, a 
special needs school has been protected, and threatened school playing felds 
have been saved.
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The threat of climate change, mainly 
caused by the burning of fossil fuels, is 
the biggest challenge facing humanity. 
Tackling climate change must be at the 
heart of all policies – at the local, 
natonal and internatonal levels. 
Cornwall needs to play its full part in 
this process. 

Electricity and gas have become 
increasingly expensive and prices will 
contnue to rise. Given the importance 
of reducing carbon emissions, small-
scale renewable energy generaton is 
increasingly attractve. 

The other side of the energy coin is 
efficiency. We need to make houses 
energy efficient, especially older houses 
that were not built with energy 
conservaton in mind.

That will make them cheaper to heat 
and more pleasant to live in, and will 
provide an efectve, painless way to 
reduce carbon emissions. Such acton 
will also create local jobs. 

The energy sector has considerable 
potental for expansion in Cornwall in 
both renewable producton and 
efficiency, and can provide skilled 
employment as well as environmental 
gains. We need to encourage local 
communites to take a greater role in 
the generaton of renewable energy.

The Council should plan for Cornwall to 
generate enough energy to meet its 
needs, including energy used for 
transport, by 2030. 

Cornwall as a powerhouse for 
renewable energy generation, 
tapping into our abundant natural 
resources and building a strong local 
manufacturing industry in clean 
energy. 

Support for community owned 
energy generation projects, which 
give local people a direct stake in 
their energy future.

A deep green makeover for Council 
buildings, using state-of-the-art 
energy-saving techniques, efficient 
heatng and lightng, passive solar 
heatng, natural ventlaton and 
renewable energy technology. 

Creation of a ‘Warm Zone’ prog-
ramme. Strengthen the requirement 
for energy efficiency in all new 
buildings with the aim of making all 
new homes carbon neutral. 
Insulatng existng housing stock to 
meet high standards of energy 
efficiency.

ENERGY
Our Policies for 

Energy 

Green councillors in Kirklees have been instrumental in introducing measures to 
encourage renewable energy and conservaton measures. As a result, the 
Council’s own fuel bills have been reduced, householders have been helped to 
install micro-generaton technology and there has been a large-scale 
programme of solar photo-voltaic cells installed on roofs.

Green councillors in Kirklees have been instrumental in introducing measures to 
encourage renewable energy and conservaton measures. As a result, the 
Council’s own fuel bills have been reduced, householders have been helped to 
install micro-generaton technology and there has been a large-scale 
programme of solar photo-voltaic cells installed on roofs.
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At present, most food consumed in 
Cornwall is grown elsewhere, and the 
farming system is heavily reliant on the 
use of fossil fuels for energy and 
agricultural chemicals.

The farming sector in Cornwall is 
estmated to contribute around 20% of 
the county’s total greenhouse gas 
emissions.

Cornwall Council has an important 
contributon to make to local food 
policy and practce. It owns more than 
100 county farms, as well as other 
fertle agricultural land. It can support 
local food businesses as part of its 
economic development strategy. And 
the promoton of fresh local produce 
can help contribute towards a healthier 
local populaton.

The Green Party wants to see a 
revitalised farming sector in Cornwall, 
based on more energy-efficient 
systems, a focus on providing food to 
meet local needs, and a greater 
diversity of crops, including fruit and 
forestry.

We also want to see the protecton and 
proper management of Cornwall’s 
inshore fsheries, so that fsh stocks can 
be harvested sustainably and provide a 
viable livelihood for local fshermen.

Putng farming at the heart of 
Cornwall’s future prosperity, with 
stronger business support and the 
development of local food markets.

Making more Council-owned land 
available for use as allotments and 
community gardens, where local 
people can grow food for 
themselves.

Incorporate green waste recycling 
and composting with crop-growing, 
including installaton of green waste 
processing schemes on farms and 
allotments.

Protecting and where appropriate 
expanding the stock of county farms 
as a stepping stone for new entrants.

FOOD AND 
FARMING Our Policies for Food 

and Farming 

Green councillors on St Ives Town Council have spearheaded the creaton of a 
new allotment site to help meet the increasing demand from local people to be 
able to grow their own food. The new site has around 50 plots, most of which 
were taken as soon as the site had been created.

Green councillors on St Ives Town Council have spearheaded the creaton of a 
new allotment site to help meet the increasing demand from local people to be 
able to grow their own food. The new site has around 50 plots, most of which 
were taken as soon as the site had been created.
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Planning policy should be driven by 
local needs rather than private gain. It 
should be about creatng well designed 
communites, not just buildings to live 
in or villages to sleep in.

Planning decisions leave a lastng 
legacy. So it’s important to build into 
the decision-making process aspects 
such as energy efficiency, the use of 
renewables and a reducton in the need 
to travel.

The role of town centres needs to be 
protected and enhanced as the hub for 
the local community. New out-of-town 
retail developments must be opposed.

New types of building, such as low-
impact, self-build schemes, have a 
signifcant contributon to make to the 
sustainable development of 
communites.

There needs to be much more public 
involvement in the planning process, 
and we want to see Neighbourhood 
Plans made full use of as a tool for 
shaping future development in a 
sympathetc manner.

The Green Party shares people’s 
concerns about the loss of green spaces 
and agricultural land that are sacrifced 
for new development. But we also 
recognise the needs of many for 
afordable homes in their local 
communites.

We favour a ‘brownfeld frst’ policy and 
the imagina tve conversion of 
redundant and under-used buildings in 
our towns.

A greater emphasis on afordable 
homes that meet local needs.

Support for low-impact and self-
build housing as a sustainable 
housing soluton,  especially in rural 
areas.

Protection of Cornwall’s historic 
townscapes, encouraging sympa-
thetc design and the use of local 
materials.

A sympathe tic approach to 
adaptations that improve energy 
efficiency, even in listed buildings 
and conservaton areas.

Clear guidelines on renewable 
energy, which encourage its 
development in a proactve and 
sympathetc way.

PLANNING
Our Policies for 

Planning 

Green councillors in Brighton & Hove have succeeded in strengthening planning 
policies, so that all new homes and offices are now required to be more 
sustainable in their use of energy, water and other materials.

Green councillors in Brighton & Hove have succeeded in strengthening planning 
policies, so that all new homes and offices are now required to be more 
sustainable in their use of energy, water and other materials.
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Cornwall needs a transport network 
that provides everyone with good 
access to jobs, health care, local shops 
and other important facilites. 

Passengers ofen face bus and train 
services that don’t connect, high fares 
and a lack of evening and weekend 
services in many areas. 

At the same tme, the roads can be jam-
packed with frustrated drivers. This in 
turn makes the streets more polluted 
and dangerous for everyone else. The 
answer is to re-prioritse traffic planning 
– to make it more invitng to leave the 
car at home.

Local services and facilites need to be 
provided closer to where people live, so 
there’s less need to travel.

What’s more, safe cycling and walking 
routes can bring health as well as 
environmental benefts. 

In the longer term, we face a massive 
reducton in petrol-based transport as 
oil resources decline and carbon 
emissions are cut. 

This is a partcular challenge for a rural 
area like Cornwall and we must start to 
invest in better transport now. 

We believe the development of 
Cornwall’s rail network needs to be the 
central priority to meet the county’s 
strategic transport needs.

The huge annual subsidy for Newquay 
Airport is environmentally and 
fnancially irresponsible and must be 
ended. 

Integrated Transport - better conn-
ectons between buses, trains and 
community transport, to provide an 
efectve network of environmentally 
friendly transport modes.

Beter patient transport to hospital 
and doctor’s appointments. 

Safer Streets – the introducton of a 
speed limit of 20mph on all 
residental streets. 

Flexible Rural Transport – creatve 
transport solutons in rural areas, 
using taxi-buses, community 
transport and post buses to meet 
local needs in cost-efectve ways. 

Protect weekend and evening bus 
services that are partcularly valued 
by young people.

TRANSPORT
Our Policies for 

Transport 

Green councillors in Leicester have won the City Council’s agreement to bring in 
a 20mph speed limit across their city. Reducing speed limits to 20mph has been 
proved signifcantly to reduce serious road accidents and to provide a safer, 
more attractve living environment for residents. A similar policy for residental 
areas in Cornwall could help make our streets safer for everyone.

Green councillors in Leicester have won the City Council’s agreement to bring in 
a 20mph speed limit across their city. Reducing speed limits to 20mph has been 
proved signifcantly to reduce serious road accidents and to provide a safer, 
more attractve living environment for residents. A similar policy for residental 
areas in Cornwall could help make our streets safer for everyone.
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Cornwall produces 300,000 tons of 
waste every year, of which only around 
one third is currently recycled.

Sending our waste to landfll is 
increasingly expensive, and not 
sustainable. The landfll site at Connon 
Bridge, Liskeard is forecast to be full 
within fve years.

Incinerators cause polluton and 
actually undermine the need for 
conservaton and waste reducton. 
Incineraton is not the answer to the 
waste problem, and the Green Party 
supports the residents of St Dennis in 
their contnuing campaign against it.

We need to move towards a ‘zero 
waste’ strategy: reducing the amount of 
waste produced, re-using, repairing and 
recycling materials, recovering usable 
materials, and compostng organic 
matter. 

We would develop incentves for re-use 
schemes, and for businesses that repair, 
recycle and reduce packaging. 

It is estmated that only around 50% of 
households take part in recycling at 
present, with about 35% of Cornwall‘s 
domestc refuse being recycled. So 
encouraging more people to recycle, 
even with the existng infrastructure, 
could have a huge role to play.

Even more poten tal exists in 
encouraging businesses to recycle – at 
the moment it is ofen inconvenient 
and expensive for business. The Council 
can help reduce business waste. 

Of course, waste is also about litter, 
which is a partcular problem near 
takeaway food outlets. We would like 
to see acton to make these places 
responsible for the litter their 
customers create.

An expanded household collection 
service to include waste food and 
mixed plastcs. These materials make 
up the bulk of currently un-
recyclable waste in Cornish rubbish 
bins.

New resource-recovery parks – local 
facilites that collect, process and 
redistribute recyclable material, and 
where community-based initatves 
can develop and prosper. 

More local recycling facilities, to 
help keep transport costs down and 
encourage local communites to take 
responsibility for their own waste.

Work with the business sector to 
reduce the amount of commercial 
waste being generated.

WASTE AND 
RECYCLING Our Policies for 

Waste and Recycling 

Cites around the world have already set themselves the target of becoming zero 
waste. Local authorites including North East Somerset and Essex, and even 
companies such as Honda and Xerox, have zero waste strategies.

Cites around the world have already set themselves the target of becoming zero 
waste. Local authorites including North East Somerset and Essex, and even 
companies such as Honda and Xerox, have zero waste strategies.
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Getng involved – Contact your local group to fnd out more

West Cornwall Green Party
Covers the consttuencies of St Ives and Camborne & Redruth.
15 Street-an-Garrow, St Ives. TR26 1SG. 01736 795387.
westcornwall@greenparty.org.uk
www.westcornwall.greenparty.org.uk
@WCornwallGreens

Mid and East Cornwall Green Party
Covers the consttuencies of Newquay & St Austell, North Cornwall, South East Cornwall, and Truro & Falmouth.
Dianne Stokes, The Linhay, Loveney Road, St Neot. PL14 6NL. Tel 01579 326035.
midandeastcornwall@greenparty.org.uk
www.midandeastcornwall.greenparty.org.uk
@CornwallGreens
www.facebook.com/cornwallgreenparty

This document can only contain a brief outline of some of our key policies. There is more detail available on the websites 
above. You can fnd details of all our policies on the Green Party of England and Wales website www.greenparty.org.uk 
including our full Policies for a Sustainable Society and our statement of core values.

The Green Party is funded by small individual donatons and membership fees. Joining is the best support you can give.
Green candidates will be standing in many parts of Cornwall in the 2013 council electons. Please vote Green on 2nd May.

Printed and promoted by Tim Andrewes on behalf of the
Cornish Green Partes, both at 15 Street-an-Garrow, St Ives. TR26 1SG.

What You Can Do

Bagas Gwer Kernewek
The Cornish Green Party

mailto:westcornwall@greenparty.org.uk
http://www.westcornwall.greenparty.org.uk/
mailto:midandeastcornwall@greenparty.org.uk
http://midandeastcornwall.greenparty.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/cornwallgreenparty
http://www.greenparty.org.uk/
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